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SUBJECT: TRIAL AND SENTENCING OF MEMBERS OF ALLEGED UNIVERSITY 
ESPIONAGE RING 

REE: SEOUL 9048 (DTG 240904Z NOV 75) 

SUMMARY: ON APRIL 30 AND MAY 1, SEOUL DISTRICT COURT SENTENCED 
THREE PERSONS TO DEATH AND 12 PERSONS TO SENTENCES RANGING 
FROM 10 TO TWO YEARS FOR THEIR ALLEGED INVOLVEMENT IN A NORTH 
KOREAN SPY RING OPERATING ON UNIVERSITY CAMPUSES. MAJORITY OF 
THOSE SENTENCED WERE STUDENTS FROM KOREAN FAMILIES LIVING IN 
JAPAN. SIX PERSONS FROM ORIGINAL 21 MEMBER GROUP ARRESTED IN 
NOVEMBER REMAIN TO BE TRIED. END SUMMARY. 

1. ON APRIL 30, SEOUL DISTRICT COURT SENTENCED PAEK OK-KWANG 
AND MISS KIM OK-CHA TO DEATH AND 12 OTHER STUDENTS TO PRISON SEN- 
TENCES RANGING THROUGH TEN, SEVEN, FIVE, THREE AND A HALF AND TWO 
YEARS EOR THEIR ALLEGED INVOLVEMENT IN A NORTH KOREAN ES- 
PIONAGE RING OPERATING ON UNIVERISITY CAMPUSES IN PUSAN AND SEOUL. 
ON MAY 1, KIM CHOL-HYON, GRADUATE STUDENT AT HANKUK THEOLOGICAL 
SEMINARY IN SEOUL WAS ALSO SENTENCED TO DEATH FOR HIS INVOLVEMENT 
IN THE ALLEGED SPY RING. SENTENCING OF ONE OTHER SNU SXUDENT 
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COMMUNIST AND NATIONAL SECURITY LAWS. 

2. ON NOVEMBER 22, TEN DAYS AFTER ACTUAL ARREST OF THOSE INVOLVED, 
ROKG PUBLICLY ANNOUNCED DETECTION OF UNIVERSITY SPY RING AND THE 
ARREST OF 21 ALLEGED NORTH KOREAN ESPIONAGE AGENTS OPERATING ON 
CAMPUSES OF PUSAN UNIV. (SEVEN), SEOUL NATIONAL UNIV. (FIVE), 

KOREA UNIVERSITY (ONE, CATHOLIC MEDICAL COLLEGE (ONE), HANKUK 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY (FOUR). GROUP ALSO INCLUDED THREE NON-STUDENTS. 
ALMOST ALL WERE KOREAN RESIDENTS OE JAPAN STUDYING IN KOREA. 

3. ACCORDING TO INDICTMENT BROUGHT AGAINST THEM, STUDENTS WERE 
RECRUITED BY NORTH KOREAN INTELLIGENCE OPERATIVE IN JAPAN AND 
INFILTRATED INTO KOREAN UNIVERSITIES TO FOMENT UNREST AMONG STUDENTS 
AND 

STIMULATE ANTI-GOVERNMENT DEMONSTRATIONS. 

4. OF THE ALLEGED SPY RING, PAEK OK-KWANG, AN EMPLOYEE OE 

THE OSAKA JUNIOR CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, KIM OK-CHA, A HISTORY STUDENT 
AT PUSAN UNIV. AND KIM CHOL-HYON, GRADUATE STUDENT AT HANKUK 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY WERE ALLEGED TO HAVE RECEIVED ESPIONAGE TRAIN- 
ING IN NORTH KOREA. THEY RECEIVED DEATH SENTENCES. 

5. SINCE FLURRY OF PUBLICITY ON NOVEMBER 22 ATTENDING ANNOUNCE- 
MENT OF DETECTION OF SPY RING NOTHING ABOUT SUBJECT HAS APPEARED 
IN KOREAN PRESS AND TRIAL SESSIONS AND ABOVE SENTENCES HAVE NOT 
BEEN REPORTED, EXCEPT BY FOREIGN WIRE SERVICES. JAPANESE REPORTER 
HAS BEEN OUR MAJOR SOURCE OF INFORMATION ABOUT TRIALS. 

6. DEFENSE LAWYERS HAVE INDICATED THAT SENTENCES OE ALL WILL BE 
APPEALED. 
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